CLINICAL PRACTICE EXPANSION March 29, 2025
P T EDIT! 9 AM - 3 PM EDT

REGISTER
EARN U Toog

Drug 'ropics News~ Mediav Conferencesv Resourcesv Publicationsv Eventsv Business v

Practice Type v

Spotlight - APhA Annual Meeting | AAP Annual Meeting

Advertisement

Alarm Bells are Ringing: Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program Will Fail
Without Changes

March 4, 2025
By B. Douglas Hoey, RPh, MBA
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If CMS doesn’t reconsider its mandate, which forces independent pharmacies to go deep into a hole and lose money, many of them will close.

On either side of the political aisle, you'll find a desire to reduce prescription drug cost for Americans. Former President
Biden made the Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program a centerpiece of his health care agenda. President Trump has
already formalized his commitment to preserving the Medicare cost-savings program.

Recently, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
announced the next 15 drugs to be negotiated. They are all popular
brand-name drugs for common ilinesses, including blockbuster
semaglutide (Ozempic). Independent pharmacists support
lowering prescription drug costs; however, as we notified the last
administration and stress now following a new national survey and <
a research report, the program as it is currently designed is ’:
doomed to fail.
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drugs and then wait potentially weeks to receive refunds from the
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drugmakers. Second, it mandates that independent pharmacies
serving Medicare Part D patients participate, even if doing so drives them out of business.

In the study, we found that pharmacies will face payment delays of at least a week beyond current terms; they will lose
$11,000 per week in cash flow; and they could lose as much as $43,000 annually. As any small business owner knows, such

disruption can put a company out of business."

The national survey found that more than 32.8% of independent pharmacists have already decided not to stock 1 or more
of the drugs in anticipation of the financial hit.2 Another 60.4% said they are considering not stocking 1 or more of the
drugs. There are more than 18,000 independent pharmacies in the country, and many serve rural and under-served
communities. Our survey indicates that if changes aren’t made to the program, only a fraction will participate. That will

leave millions of Medicare patients stranded without the drugs they need.

If CMS doesn't reconsider its mandate, which forces independent pharmacies to go deep into a hole and lose money, many

of them will close. It could be a catastrophe for Medicare patients.

Many independent pharmacies are already teetering because of the predatory behavior of the 3 largest pharmacy benefit
managers (PBMs), which control 80% of all prescriptions in the US. All 3 - CVS Caremark, Optum Rx, and Express Scripts —
own or are owned by giant insurance companies like UnitedHealth Group and Cigna. They also own mail-order pharmacies.

The big PBMs and insurance companies impose billions of dollars in backdoor fees on independent pharmacies. They
determine which pharmacies patients must use, they often steer patients to their own pharmacies, they decide how much
patients must pay out of pocket, they frequently reimburse small pharmacies less than it costs them to acquire drugs and

fill prescriptions, and they often reimburse those pharmacies less than they reimburse their own pharmacies.

Because of the conflicts of interest and self-dealing, made possible by vertical integration, pharmacies were struggling long

before the new program. This could be the straw that breaks the camel's back.

The alarm bells are ringing. Congress must act this year to ensure local pharmacies survive. There is strong bipartisan
support for PBM reform, and President Trump has said many times he wants to “get rid of the middlemen." President Trump
has an opportunity to fix the glaring flaws in the Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program. Otherwise, all the good
intentions that inspired the program will be wasted.

B. Douglas Hoey is CEO of the i C ity Phari
across the country.

which represents more than 18,000 independent pharmacies
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CDC Reports 607 Cases of Measles Across 22 States, Confirming 6 Outbreaks
Ashley Gallagher
April 7th 2025

Texas reports over 480 cases of measles and 2 measles-related deaths, with 1including an
unvaccinated pediatric patient.

7’ The Pharmacist’s Role in C ling Pati on GLP-1 Medi

Brian Nowosielski; Diana Isaacs, PharmD, BCPS, BCACP, BC-ADM, CDCES

Over the April 3rd 2025
ounter
Apodeast by Drug Topics:

el With expertise in the management and treatment of diabetes, Diana Isaacs, PharmD, BCPS, BCACP,
BC-ADM, CDCES, shared her insights on counseling patients using GLP-1 medications.

Q&A: How Al is Reshaping Pharmacy and Personalized Medicine | APhA 2025
Ashley Gallagher; Ravi Patel, PharmD, MBA, MS
April 5th 2025

Technological evolution promises to enhance patient care, reduce errors, and provide intelligent
support that augments human expertise rather than replacing it.

Dispensing Leadership: Philosophies for Teamwork
Killian Meara; Jesse McCullough, PharmD; Shawn Bjorndal, PharmD, RPh

Drug Topics, April 1st 2025
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M In this episode of the podcast, Shawn and Jesse outline 3 key principles about teamwork that can
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drive success in the pharmacy.

Pharmacists Help Educate Patients on Self-Care, OTC Interventions
Ashley Gallagher
April 4th 2025

Pharmacists can also provide education across all pillars of health, including exercise, wellness, and
dietary changes.

Ci ity Phar ists Improved C of Annual Wellness Visits

Brian Nowosielski
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Researchers conducted a study to understand how community pharmacist referrals translated to
the acceptance and completion of annual wellness visits.
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